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£€could an arranged marriage be
etter than a love marriage?”’

I. Warm Up

Developing positive relationships with others is one key to a happy life, and dating
and marriage are important customs and traditions across cultures, even though there are
often differences in the events and expectations.

What do you think the keys are to a successful relationship?

I1. Vocabulary:

https://quizlet.com/305019004/advanced lesson 3 love-and-marriage reading-flash-
cards/

I11. Catching the Meaning.
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Locked in love

The Triana Bridge in Seville is one of the most romantic parts of the city. I’ve walked
across it many times and | always see people getting their pictures taken there —
especially couples — with the calm waters of the Guadalquivir River in the background.
But this romantic location plays a part in another tradition for love-struck visitors: For if
you walk across this bridge, you will see an interesting collection of padlocks attached
to its iron railings. You will see a collection of love locks.

Love locks are a growing phenomenon in many cities in Europe. In general, these are
padlocks that couples attach to public fixtures, like bridges, as a symbol of their
relationship. And by throwing away the key, this represents their eternal love and
commitment for each other — and their relationship becomes sealed forever.

Nobody really knows where love locks come from; there are many theories. For
example, many people believe that the tradition comes from the book ‘Ho voglia di te’
(2006) by Italian author Federico Moccia, whose characters attach a padlock to a
lamppost on the Milvian Bridge in Rome and throw the key into the river. And ever
since, the Milvian Bridge has attracted couples from all over the world who come to
attach their own symbol of love.

But the Most Ljubavi (‘The Bridge of Love’) in Vrnjacka Banja, Serbia is completely
covered in love locks — and some have apparently been there since before the Second
World War. The bridge had been a meeting place for an engaged couple, a woman and
an officer, whose engagement then broke up when the man fell in love with somebody
else. Devastated, the woman eventually died of a broken heart. So, young girls began to



write their name and the name of their loved one onto a padlock and attach it to the
bridge, throwing the key into the river. By binding their love, they hoped to never share
the same fate as the heartbroken woman.

However, even symbols of love can cause problems. There is a lot of concern that
love locks are actually damaging bridges. For example, a few years ago, the lamppost
on the Milvian Bridge became so threatened by the weight of all its love locks that it
nearly collapsed. So, to avoid further damage, many padlocks were removed and people
were encouraged to stop this tradition. But in 2007, the mayor of Rome decided to have
steel columns constructed and these were placed on the bridge for couples to hang up
love locks again. But not every city is as accepting to this tradition as Rome — like
Seville.

Yes, there's a collection of love locks on the Triana Bridge, but while couples think
that their symbol of love will stay locked forever, Seville authorities have them
removed. The city considers these padlocks a form of vandalism, believing that they are
ugly and that they ruin the beauty of their bridge. Nonetheless, love prevails as couples
resist and continue to attach padlocks to the bridge’s railings.

Love locks come with a lot of superstition. Whether it’s a form of protection or just
an expression of affection, people are clearly enchanted by the idea of eternal love. But
with just a padlock and a key, can love really be bound forever? Well, many couples
think so, using their love lock as a physical token of their relationship. And this tradition
Is now so popular in many European cities - in general, the majority of love locks are
left untouched, and some are even encouraged; however, many are also removed.

V. Answer the questions.

e Therefore, for all those love-struck couples on the Triana Bridge in Seville,
will their love really remain eternal once the physical token of their
relationship has been destroyed?

e Or is that just a silly superstition?

e What do you think about 'love locks' Is it a silly superstition or the key to
finding true love?

V1. Read and translate the poem.

""The Promise"
by Eileen Rafter



"The sun danced on the snow with a sparkling smile,

As two lovers sat quietly, alone for a while.

Then he turned and said, with a casual air

(Though he blushed from his chin to the tips of his hair),
"I think I might like to get married to you™

"Well then, she said, "Well there's a thought,

But what if we can't promise to be all that we ought,
If I'm late yet again, when we plan to go out.

For | know | can't promise, I'll learn to ignore

Dirty socks and damp towels strewn all over the floor.

So if we can't vow to be all that we should

I'm not sure what to do, though the idea's quite good".
But he gently smiled and tilted his head

Till his lips met her ear and softly he said

"l promise, to weave my dreams into your own,

That wherever you breathe will be my hearts home.

| promise, that whether with rags or with gold | am blessed
Your smile is the jewel I will treasure the best.

Do you think then, my love, we should marry - do you?"
"Yes" she said smiling "I do".



