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Warm up activity:  

 

1. SPORT: In pairs / groups, brainstorm a list of the most exciting sports in the world. 

Which ones are the best? What makes them the best? What improvements would you make 

to them? Are they played by most of the world’s countries? If not, why not? 

2. UPSETS: Do you like sports that make you upset after watching? Does the possibility 

of upsets make the sport more exciting? Have you ever got angry because the winner wasn’t 

the one you liked? 

• Sport 

• Elections 

• Nobel Peace Prize 

• Olympic venue 

• Music awards 

• The Oscars (Academy Awards) 

• “Time” magazine’s Person of the Year 

• Beauty contest 

 

3. SPORTING OPINIONS: Do you agree with these opinions on sport? 

a. I always support the underdog. 

b. Sport is being ruined by money. 

c. Sports stars get paid too much. 

d. Sport is not at all important. 

e. Sport helps countries have better relations. 

f. It’s not the winning that is important, it’s the taking part. 

 

4. Read the articles about soccer: 

 

Soccer - the world's most exciting sport 

English soccer is more exciting than any of the top American team sports. This is 

according to the research of a team of American scientists. Eli Ben-Naim of the Los 

Alamos National Laboratory and his colleagues analyzed the results of over 

300,000 games of soccer, baseball, hockey, basketball and American football 

played since 1888. They decided that the likelihood of an “upset” in a game was a 

good measure of its competitiveness and excitement. An upset is a game in which 

the underdog, or weaker team, beats the stronger team. They found English soccer 

matches produced more upsets. 

The survey is not all bad news for enthusiasts of American sports. It seems that 

soccer has become less exciting and more predictable over the past fifty years. 



This suggests that strong teams are becoming stronger and the chance of an upset 

is lessening. On average, the underdog wins 45 percent of the time in soccer, but 

this figure is sliding. In contrast, the frequency of upsets in baseball is increasing. 

Baseball has overtaken soccer in the past ten years to become the more exciting 

sport. However, the survey did not analyze the worldwide fever produced by 

soccer’s World Cup Finals 

 

5. TRUE / FALSE: Look at the article’s headline and guess whether these sentences 

are true (T) or false (F): 

a. American scientists say English soccer is more exciting than US sport. T / F 

b. The scientists looked at over 300,000 games across five sports. T / F 

c. Scientists decided excitement is based on the chances of upsets. T / F 

d. English soccer matches produced far fewer upsets than other sports. T / F 

e. The survey is bad news for enthusiasts of American sports. T / F 

f. On average, the underdog wins 45 percent of the time in soccer. T / F 

g. Basketball has overtaken soccer in being the most exciting sport. T / F 

h. The survey analyzed the fever that comes from soccer’s World Cups. T / F 

6. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonyms from the article: 

a. scientists global 

b. analyzed chance 

c. colleagues last 

d. likelihood shock 

e. upset fans 

f. enthusiasts examined 

g. past regularity 

h. lessening researchers 

i. frequency reducing 

j. worldwide co-workers 

7. PHRASE MATCH: Match the following phrases from the article (sometimes more 

than one combination is possible): 

a. more exciting than any of the  beats the stronger team 

b. according to the research of a team more upsets 

c. a good measure of its competitiveness  enthusiasts of American sports 

d. the underdog, or weaker team,  of the time in soccer 



e. English soccer matches produced  soccer in the past ten years 

f. The survey is not all bad news for  top American team sports 

g. soccer has become less exciting  is lessening 

h. the chance of an upset  of American scientists 

i. the underdog wins 45 percent  and more predictable 

j. Baseball has overtaken  and excitement 

 


